RFSI INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROPOSALS

Build America, Buy America (BABA)

Overview: Any public infrastructure project funded under RFSI must coordinate with AMS to
ensure adherence to BABA guidance. For such projects, the recipient must comply with the Buy
America Sourcing requirements outlined in the Build America, Buy America (BABA) provisions of
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.

For-Profit Entities: BABA is not applicable to for-profit entities (either prime or subrecipient)
particularly for infrastructure projects. AMS will review facilities owned by public entities to
determine whether BABA requirements apply, following USDA guidance to exempt de minimis
grant awards and other inapplicable activities. All other Infrastructure Grant entities that
surpass the $250,000 threshold of applicable procurement costs must adhere to BABA.

Small Grants Waiver: The small grants waiver will apply to awards with total federal funding
below the Simplified Acquisition Threshold, which is currently set at $250,000. BABA is not
applicable to Equipment Only Grants as they do not surpass this threshold of $250,000.

Resource: 2 CFR Part 184 - BUY AMERICA PREFERENCES FOR INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS: https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-184

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

Overview: All activities funded under this RFA must comply with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and related applicable agency regulations and instructions, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the Endangered Species Act (ESA), other laws and
regulations as outlined therein, and any applicable state, local, or tribal laws. A review for NEPA
compliance is required prior to the award of grant funds. If selected for an award, applicants
must provide all requested information to support compliance with NEPA, NHPA, ESA, and all
other federal environmental laws and regulations.

Resource: A Citizen's Guide to NEPA (doe.gov) is a relatively short guide that provides an
overview of NEPA requirements.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F117th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F3684%2Ftext&data=05%7C02%7Ckaren.reynolds%40agriculture.arkansas.gov%7C408bb3987218416e0f1008dbfce8983b%7C5ec1d8f0cb624000b3278e63b0547048%7C0%7C0%7C638381848426844966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3%2FbReP5Qbem%2FClJdsqlWAINIiFWKlDFP51FAGw2NLCE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecfr.gov%2Fcurrent%2Ftitle-2%2Fpart-184&data=05%7C02%7Ckaren.reynolds%40agriculture.arkansas.gov%7C408bb3987218416e0f1008dbfce8983b%7C5ec1d8f0cb624000b3278e63b0547048%7C0%7C0%7C638381848426844966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VMSFaRCSNF96DNdREzy6qmG3xOAlBhowULbAARhmy%2F8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fceq.doe.gov%2Fdocs%2Fget-involved%2Fcitizens-guide-to-nepa-2021.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckaren.reynolds%40agriculture.arkansas.gov%7C408bb3987218416e0f1008dbfce8983b%7C5ec1d8f0cb624000b3278e63b0547048%7C0%7C0%7C638381848426844966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0ttZD7SWLWjTn3jmK%2B29OWUBrAQhq%2BX0UM%2B8wjZYbmg%3D&reserved=0

